History.-July 1957: Sudden onset of stiffness of the neck. The stiffness and hardening of the skin spread rapidly over the front of the chest and down to the scapula:.
She had a mild sore throat about a week previously. On examination.-There is a hardness and swelling of the skin over the neck and front of the chest from the jaw-line down to the 3rd rib, and to a similar level at the back. There is little visible change except for a shiny appearance, and pitting aedema is absent.
No abnormality was found on general examination.
Investigations.-X-rays of chest and cervical spine, blood count, and sedimentation rate are normal. Creatine excretion is not increased. Anti-streptolysin titre 120 units/c.c. W.R. and Kahn negative. Rose's euglobulin test negative. Serum proteins normal except for slight increase in gamma globulin.
T. L., male, aged 52.
History.-Five months ago he began to complain of irritation and a rash on the front of his legs. He may have had hardening of the skin previously but the more recent blistering and cedema made him seek advice. About a month ago he had an attack of influenza and urticaria which has now subsided. He next developed a virus pneumonia. Since then his legs have become worse and he now complains of swelling and stiffness of his hands and stiffness of the upper arms and backs of the thighs.
On examination.-The lower legs are almost entirely covered by sclerodermatous skin, with pitting cedema and some heemorrhagic bullwe. The cedema is in many places very superficial, like that found in lichen sclerosus et atrophicus. There are patches of hard skin without epidermal change on the thighs and arms and wrists. (Edema is present over the dorsa of both hands and the clenching of his fists is limited.
Comment.-This case contrasts well with the previous one of scleredema (Buschke) because some authors described the latter condition as oedematous scleroderma. This present case has in fact very cedematous scleroderma with gross pitting, oedema, bullk and haemorrhages. It is similar to a patient that I showed with Dr. M. Feiwel a few years ago.
